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FLOOR DEBATE

reco rd  t hat he p o inted out that he nor the other gentleman, 
whose n ame I do n ' t  p r o n o u n c e  at this time, ha d  a n yt hi ng to do 
w ith the editorial. He said he will write a colu m n  and it may
be pick e d  up b y  any of these Cat h o l i c  papers, bu t  he has nothing 
to do with w r iti ng th e  editorials or e s t a b l i s h i n g  the policy. I 
think I've been as clear and f o r t hright in t hat as I can. Now, 
for Sena to r F o ley's sake, befo r e  he runs b a c k  to Br u s k e w i t z  and 
ask him, should h e  stand up and tell me to say t en or twelve 
"Hail Marys" as a p e n a n c e  and t h e n  B r u s k e w i t z  will say, oh, that 
only works for y ou all; that d o e s n ' t  w o r k  on the hea t h e n s  or the 
"sheathens", that's just you all. This comes from the Omaha 
World-Hcrald/ Aug u s t  30, 1998. This is from the W P r ld-flfiEflld-
When E l d e n  Curtiss was b i s h o p  of the d i o c e s e  of Hel e n a  in 
we stern M o ntana in 1989, a former p a r i s h i o n e r  a c cused the 
Rev e r e n d  Wil s o n  Smart of sexual abuse m ore than a decade 
earlier. Smart e v e n tually adm i t t e d  m o l e s t i n g  more t h a n  30 boys 
from 1957 to 1978. In the R e v e r e n d  Dani e l  H e rek's case, 
incidents of abuse a l l e g e d l y  start ed  b e f o r e  Curtiss was
a r c h bishop and conti n u e d  d u r i n g  his tenure, in Om a h a  that is.
In S m a r t '8 case, t he  abuse b e g a n  long bef o r e  C u rtiss  was bishop, 
but came to light on his watch. C u rtiss was cr i t i c i z e d  for his 
han d l i n g  of the scandal and a p o l o g i z e d  for his mistakes. In a 
letter to the peop l e  of the Hele n a  d i o c e s e  on April 14, 1993, 
Curtiss said he e xamined the file on Smart after the initial 
accuser came f o rward in 1989. S m a r t 's a t t r a c t i o n  to boys was
known to the d i o c e s e  in 1959 and he was sent away for
counseling, Curtiss wrote. For reasons t hat were unclear, 
Curtiss said, quote, Father Smart was a l l owed to return to 
regular p a r i s h  ministry, ap p a r e n t l y  w i t h o u t  an y  safeguards in 
place, unquote. The n we c ontinue w i t h  the full text. Omaha 
A r c h bishop E l d e n  Curtiss has h ad ex p e r i e n c e  in the difficult 
area of d e a l i n g  w i t h  a pri e s t  a c cused of child molestation.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: When Curtiss was bish o p  of the d i ocese of
Helena in w e s t e r n  M o ntana in 1989, a former p a r i s h i o n e r  accused 
him, this R e v e r e n d  W i l s o n  Smart, of sexual abuse more t han a 
deca de  earlier. Smart e v e n t u a l l y  adm i t t e d  m o l e s t i n g  m ore than 
30 boys from 1957 tc 1978. W h e n  C u r t i s s ... oh, in the Reverend 
Dani el  H e r ek's case, the inc idence of abuse  started before
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